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EGS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

Date: 
rrime: 

Place: 
Subject: 
Speaker: 

Thursday, May 8, 2003 
7:00 PM Welcome new members, 

Supply table, 
7:30 PM Meeting 

Bellevue Regional Library 
"Finding Old European Records" 
Roger Shell, President qf the Camlann 
Medieval Association 

ABOUT THE PROGRAM 
Roger Shell will speak to us May 8th, on the 

subject "Finding Old European Records." The pro
gram will survey various sources of genealogical 
information to look for when researching European 
ancestors, and how and where to locate these re
cords. We will look at some examples of these re
cords from the presenter's research, a bibliography 
of published and Internet resources will be pro
vided, and time will be allowed for questions. 

Roger Shell, born in 1942 in Seattle, is President 
of the Camlann Medieval Association and since 
1981, founder and director of the Camlann Medie
val Village project. Roger received his Bachelor of 
Arts in Music Composition from the University of 
Washington in 1965. Research he has done in 
Europe and the United Kingdom includes examina
tion of primary sources, including documents dat
ing back to the 14th Century, written in Latin, Mid
dle English, and Anglo-French. Roger's genealogi
cal roots are in Germany, Ireland, and the United 
Kingdom. He has presented workshops on a wide 
range of medieval subjects, including "Tracing Your 
Family Roots to the Middle Ages," "The Historical 
Arthur," and "Medieval Archeology". 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

One of my questions last month was whether 
EGS should continue the indexing of local records 
of interest to genealogists (i.e., the Probate Index 
Project). This is an EGS project with the aim to pub
lish indices for the probate files from King County 
Superior Court. The result to date is the publication 
of Volume I, which indexes the probate files from 
1854 through 1917. Both the court clerk and the 
public have benefited from these results. Having 
heard neither "aye" nor "nay" from last month's 
column, I'd like to forge ahead on the next volume, 
which might cover from 1917 through 1925 or so. 

The probate records reside in large ledgers in 
the Regional Archives on the Bellevue Community 
College campus. Our starting point is a set of photo
copies of the microfilm of these ledger pages, from 
which we type the information for the index into 
tables suitable for a computer database. Project 
leader Melissa Clauson then merges the tables 
made by all participants into one large database, 
creates the final index, and sets it into a format 
ready for printing. 

To get this project going again, we need a vol
unteer to oversee the data entry aspects, and several 
volunteers to do the actual data entry. The data en
try leader will help train the data entry volunteers, 
parcel out the photocopies from which they work, 
and keep a record of who has what, arrange for 
copying directly from the ledger books at the Ar
chives for those pages whose microfilm is illegible, 
and collect and help check the work before turning 
it over to Melissa. The data entry volunteers will 
type the required data from the photocopies, and 
perhaps make corrections after the checking is 
done. All data will be typed by two persons, and 
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their results will be compared to find misspellings 
and other conflicts. All of these volunteers will 
need to have computers with software in which da
tabase tables can be drafted (probably WORD, EX
CEL, or ACCESS). 

We know there are several members willing to 
work on data entry, and we hope there is one per
son out there who would volunteer for a stint as 
the data entry leader. If that's you, please call me 
today 206-783-4649 or wefagerberg@jps.net and 
we'll get together with Melissa to finalize technical 
aspects and determine how to get started. 

We have recently had an inquiry from the Sec
retary of State's office (Washington State), asking if 
EGS would be interested in volunteering for their 
Online Census Project, which would involve tran
scribing records from Territorial and Federal Cen
suses in Washington, and adding the results to the 
State's databases. They are posting these on the 
Internet atwww.secstate.wa.gov/history / search. 
aspx, and providing surname and Soundex indices. 
I shall send my regrets to the Secretary of State, as 
one such project seems to be about all we can heft 
at a time. 
Gene Fagerberg, EGS President 

NEXT MONTH 
In June the program will be presented by Caro

lyn Blount of the Fiske Library. Her topic will be 
"Using and Preserving Old Photographs." 

SUPPLY TABLE ACQUISITIONS 
Some of the newly acquired titles on the supply 

table are: 
1.Your Family Reunion: How to Plan It, Organ

ize It, and Enjoy It is a complete guide to putting 
on a successful family reunion - from compiling 
the family address book, developing a realistic 
budget, choosing a great venue, working with ho
tels, caterers and other vendors, keeping records, 
and sending invitations to planning activities to get 
people communicating, ideas for sharing and gath
ering genealogical information, setting up the site, 
managing details on-site, and evaluating the event. 
Included are scores of helpful Internet sites that 
provide a wealth of resources to help you with all 
facets of successful family reunion planning. 

2. U. S. Military Records is a guide to federal & 
state sources from Colonial America to the present 
by James C. Neagles. This is a major reference book 
including organizations, libraries, and state socie
ties. 
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3. A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your 
African-American Ancestors. We were noticing that 
very few Blacks are involved in EGS. Maybe you 
need to give a gift or an invitation to a friend. 

4. Your Guide to Cemetery Research. Discover 
everything from cemetery and death-related termi
nology to clues offered by headstone art. 

NEW SUPPLY TABLE CHAIRMAN NEEDED 
This position is open and offers a wonderful 

opportunity to review all the new genealogy books 
and provide a valuable service to the organization. 
The job requires only 2 or 3 hours a month in addi
tion to regular attendance at meetings. Please con
tact Winnie Sihon or Gene Fagerberg for details. 

WISHING You WELL 
A 'Thinking of You' card 

was sent to Jan Henderson 
whose husband has been in the 
hospital. 

A 'Get Well' card was 
again sent to Lois Robertson, 
scheduled to have knee surgery in January, but 
postponed until April 8 due to unforseen complica
tions. She is now recuperating at home. 

FAMILY HISTORY EXPO 
The Redmond Stake of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints is sponsoring an annual 
Family History Expo on Saturday, June 7, 2003. 
This event will be held from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM 

at the Church located at 10115172nd Ave NE in 
Redmond, WA, which is near Redmond High 
School. 

Workshops will be held on various genealogical 
topics such as Census, Military and Immigration 
Records. Gasses will also be conducted on "How 
To Do Research On The Internet" as well as re
search into German, Scandinavian, Canadian, 
Northeastern, British, Irish, and other records. 
There will be a class on how to go about preparing 
personal Family Histories. 

As last year, there will be hands on research ca
pability with about 28 computers that attendees can 
use with assistants to learn how to do genealogical 
research. Darlene Hamilton of the Seattle Public Li
brary Genealogy Department will be the keynote 
speaker. Darlene has a wealth of experience and 
knowledge about genealogical research. She will 
discuss the several areas of records and informa
tion available to researchers. 
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There will be more details about this event next 
month, including specific class listings for your re
view and selection. 

2003 OFFICER NOMINEES 
Election of officers will take place at our May 

General Meeting on May 8th. The nominees intro
duce themselves to the membership in the follow
ing: 
Janet Crewdson - Vice-President 

An avid genealogy student since the late 1980s 
after retiring from Federal Civil Service as a man
agement analyst, I am also a 100% Svenska flicka as 
all four of my grandparents emigrated from Swe

1:1"' 
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made a phone call requesting public records. Of the 
22 families I research, I have more than half re-
searched to the mid 1700s and beyond ........ one to 
1180. No black sheep, so far, but many brick walls 
torn down. 

As Trustee, I look forward to serving on the 
board of EGS again. 

WASHINGTON STATE LIBRARY SESQUICEN· 
TENNIAL PROJECTS 

1897 Postal Map Restored 
As a Washington Territory Sesquicentennial 

Project, the Washington State Library is having 
three maps restored, the first of which is an 1897 

Lt 

den to Illinois (Will, Cook & Lake coun
ties) in the mid-1880s. I transferred mem
bership from SGS to EGS and the Scandia 
Interest Group about 1999 and was SIG 
coordinator at our last March Roots Fair. 
When asked to consider the VP nomina
tion, I recognized an opportunity to ac
tively participate in EGS in appreciation 
for all the diverse and enlightening gene
alogy knowledge I have gained by mem
bership in this terrific Eastside society. 
Kay Wilson - Treasurer 

'Snow VvLe 

postal map. This is a post route map of 
the State of Washington, showing post 
offices with the intermediate distances 
on mail routes in operation on the 1st of 
September, 1897. It is color coded to 
show which routes were traveled one, 
two, three, or six times a week. 

now -peo-pLe 
rew~eVvLber 
tneLr Dlecw! 

~V\,,c{ ('LL snow This map is the first map to be dis
played in the new map case at the State 
Library. To allow people access to the 
map without damaging, the staff plans 
to have it digitized and put on the State 
Library's web site. 

tJOIA. now 
tvieu t~Re 

I started doing genealogy research 
wre of tvieLr 

more than thirty-five years ago. Then I 
LLVLV\.-g. I 

Check the web site www.statelib.wa.gov 
for more information. had two children and I set the genealogy 

t:i... 

research aside for many years. When I re
tired I found more time, but there's still never 
enough. I'm a semi-retired CPA, currently working 
part time as the accountant 'for Historic Seattle, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to the preserva
tion of the historic heritage of Seattle. I also have an 
interest in hiking, cross-country skiing, gardening 
and reading. Over the years friends have told me 
about EGS, I've attended several meetings and 
joined in January. I've been asked to serve as your 
treasurer and I look forward to working with you 
and learning from you. 
Jackie Bushnell - Trustee 

I've been "addicted" to genealogy 40 plus years, 
but more in depth since being on line the past 7 
years. I joined EGS in 1996 and have served three 
years as treasurer. I have been active in the Shore to 
Shore Interest Group and love the "field trips" par
ticularly to Salt Lake City! I am an EGS volunteer at 
Bellevue Library one Tuesday each month. 

I've used the internet, libraries, archives, court 
houses, cemeteries and family to retrieve genealogi
cal information. I have never written a letter or 
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r+ l - 1881 Map of the Department of the Co
lumbia 

This is the second map restoration completed by 
the Washington State Library. This map, prepared 
by the Corps of Engineers, assisted by Topographi
cal Assistants of the U.S. Army, shows the present
day states of Washington, Oregon, and parts of 
Idaho and Montana. Some of the interesting fea
tures on the map for what became Washington 
State include: 
1. the short-lived Chief Moses Indian Reservation 

and a large Colville Indian Reservation 
2. Northern Pacific Railroad routes 
3. Wagonroads 
4. Chehalis City is listed instead of today's West

port 
Oregon history buffs may also find some inter

esting features such as: 
1. Oregon Central Railroad routes 
2. Oregon and California Railroad routes 

The Washington State Library also hopes to 
have this map digitized and put on its web site. Be
cause of the size of this map (and the previous map) 
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this is proving to be a challenge. 
Territorial Library Collection Online 

In 1853 Congress gave Isaac Stevens, our first 
territorial governor, $5,000 to purchase books for the 
newly created territorial government's needs. Years 
later the Territorial Library collection was divided 
between the State Library and the State Law Library. 
The State Library portion of the collection has re
cently been catalogued. 

Many may be surprised to learn that the collec
tion is not about the Washington Territory. Instead, 
these approximately 400 titles represent the knowl
edge that Governor Stevens thought necessary for 
the use of the territorial government. 

The collection contains many titles in foreign lan
guages and covers topics such as history, science, 
theology, geography, military strategy, fortifications, 
discovery and exploration. Since the collection itself 
is an artifact, any inscriptions or signatures found in 
the books were added to the catalog record, provid
ing access to names found in no other catalog record 
worldwide. 

To view the collection online: 
1. Click on "Washington State Resources" from the 

Library's home page at www.statelib.wa.gov 
2. Click on the photo of Isaac Stevens or the "View 

the Collection" live link. 
3. Or go towww.statelib.wa.gov/wa.collections. 

aspx 
(Reprinted from Washington State Library newsletter, Feb. 28, 2003 
and March 6, 2003) 

APRIL PROGRAM SUMMARY 
We had another chance to sharpen-up our com

puter skills this month, as Laura Wise told us about 
"Illustrating Your Genealogy." Laura led us through 
a "how-to" presentation on adding pictures and 
other graphics to a document using Microsoft 
WORD or similar word-processing software, fol
lowed by a demonstration of actually doing so in a 
book she's working on. 

Pictures take a lot of storage space on a com
puter, and will add greatly to the size of your docu
ment. It's a good idea to compose your text first and 
then add the pictures, because your software will 
work faster with a smaller file. As you write, you can 
mark the locations where you will insert pictures by 
adding a unique line such as "PICTURE" at each 
such location. Then you can easily search your text 
for "PICTURE" to find where to add each picture. 
Things will stay in order better if you work from the 
front to the end of your document when actually 
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adding the pictures, as the text will be "squirted" 
ahead by the insertions, and the software can better 
assign page numbers and figure numbers if they're 
inserted in order. 

Digital photos and scanned images come in their 
own file types, .JPG for example, and have various 
properties that one can adjust using photo process
ing software. It's a good idea to do all the adjusting 
before inserting the pictures into your document, be
cause once inserted, the amount of further adjust
ment will be limited. Photos of marginal quality can 
have colors, brightness, contrast, effective exposure, 
and other properties adjusted; they can be cropped 
to delete extraneous parts; they can be compressed 
to use less storage space; and depending on your pa
tience and the steadiness of your hand they can even 
be retouched to remove blemishes. But perhaps the 
most important adjustments have to do with print
ing quality, and are based on the size you want the 
printed picture to be. Most common inkjet and laser 
printers give nice results at a resolution of about 300 
dots per inch. So if you want a printed picture to be 
4" by 6", for example, you should adjust its "pixel 
size" to about 1200 x 1800 pixels before inserting the 
picture into your WORD document. Reducing the 
pixel size to 400 x 600 pixels won't make much visi
ble difference on the screen, but the printed picture 
might look grainy because it now contains only 100 
dots per inch. 

We all know a picture is worth a thousand 
words, so save your typing fingers by adding lots of 
pictures to your family stories. Thank you, Laura, 
for showing us how! 

NEW GENEALOGY BOOKS AT THE BELLEVUE 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 

The following books, pur
chased by the Eastside Genealogi-~~r~ 
cal Society as a result of members' 
recommendations, or donated by 
members, were added to the genealogy collection at 
the Bellevue Regional Library since the last listing in 
the January Bulletin Board. All books should be 
found in the Genealogy Reference section on the sec
ond floor. 

Cradled In Sweden, by Carl Erik Johansson, Ever
ton Publishers 2002, 380 pages. Provides detailed 
information to help in understanding Swedish 
names and genealogical records. An invaluable re
source for those researching Swedish ancestors. 

Page4 



BULLETIN BOARD Vol. XXI No 11 

(R929.348 JOH) 

Mexican-American Genealogical Research: 
Following The Paper Trail To Mexico, by John 
Schmal and Donna Morales, Heritage Books 2002, 
175 pages. The book offers guidelines, suggestions 
and an outline to help multigenerational Mexican 
Americans get started with family history research. 
(R929.1072 SCH) 

Fire Insurance Maps: Their History And Appli
cations, by Diane L. Oswald, Lacewing Press 1997, 
102 pages. The Sanborn Map Company has pro
duced maps for underwriters and fire insurance 
companies since 1867, attempting to show every 
building in the area as well as each building's 
means of construction, ownership and use. This 
book is a good resource on these and other fire in
surance maps. (R368.11 OSW) 

Scattered Seeds: A Guide To Jewish Genealogy, 
by Mona Freedman-Morris, RJ Press 1998, 158 
pages. Provides the tools to help trace your family 
tree and discover surprising and interesting facts 
about your family. (R929.108992 FRE) 

Calendar 0/New Jersey Wills, Vol. 61781-
1785, by Elmer T. Hutchinson, Willow Bend Books 
2002 (1939), 590 pages. (R929.3749 CAL) 

Black Roots: A Beginner's Guide To Tracing 
The African American Family Tree, by Tony 
Burroughs, Fireside Books 2001, 464 pages. Ad
dresses the particular obstacles African Americans 
face in genealogical research and describes the 
types of records to look for, where to find them and 
how to analyze them. (R929 .108996 BUR) 

Epitaphs From Graveyards In Wellesley 
(Formerly West Needham), North Natick, And 
Saint Mary's Churchyard In Newton Lower 
Falls, Massachusetts with genealogical and bio
graphical notes by George Kuhn Oarke, 1900, 236 
pages. 

If you have a suggestion for a genealogy-related 
reference book for our growing collection at the 
Bellevue Regional Library, or if you would like to 
donate one, let the Book Acquisition Committee 
know by contacting Sarah Fleming at 425-957-1134 
or Carl Cason via email at ccason@compuserve. 
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com. Suggestion forms are also available at the 
monthly General Membership Meetings. 

NOTABLE BOOKS IN THE BELLEVUE LIBRARY 
A terrific tale of one family's history is Ian Fra

zier's book Family (977.125 FRA). It covers their 
story from colonial times to the present, through 
the Civil War to the wilderness of Ohio and Indi
ana. The author uses letters and family documents 
to reconstruct the story of the lives of his ancestors. 
He traveled to their home areas, visited battlefields 
and cemeteries, read histories of the times, and 
learned that out West, teachers were sometimes 
paid in whiskey, and front-door hinges were made 
of bacon rind. 

If you would like to try your hand at writing 
your family history, you can probably find a help
ful lecture at any large genealogy conference, semi
nar or workshop. Or you can find a class at a com
munity college, or at Renton Voe-Tech or Lake 
Washington Voe-Tech (now college). Our library 
system has had programs on writing memoirs. 

There are several books on writing family histo
ries in the King County Library System, available to 
you even if the books are not in the Bellevue Li
brary: 
1. Writing Your Life Story (929.l NEL) Nelson, Kay 
2. Writing the Memoir (808.06692 BAR) Barrington, 

Judith 
3. For All Time (929.l KEM) Kempthorne, Charley 
4. Living to Tell the Tale 808.06692 MCD 

McDonnell, Jane 
The above books are available through inter-library 
loan. The following books are in the Bellevue Li
brary: 
5. Writing Your Life (808.6692 MIL) Miller, Patti 
6. You Can Write a Memoir (808.06692 HAU) 

Hauser, susan 
7. Preserving Your Past (809 DIX) Dixon, Janice 

FAMILY BIBLES ON THE WEB 

• Cyndi's List-Family Bibles Links to more 
than 100 sites relating to family Bibles. 
www.cyndislist.com/bibles.htm 

• Genealogy: Family Bible Records Links to 
family Bible record sites. 
www.genealinks.com/bible.htm 

Pages 
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• Family Bible Records Registry A registry of 
family Bible owners and transcriptions of Bible 
pages. 

other laptops, the owner must buy and install 
what's called a "network card." 

www.foulke.org 

[Excerpted from the King County Journal 9 April 2003, written by 
Cydney Gillis] 

• Bible Records Website Tracy St. Claire collects 
family Bibles from eBay and antique stores, and 
posts them on her website. 
www.biblerecords.com 

MILITARY RECORDS 

• The Bible Archives Free database to assist in 
locating family Bibles. 

A Report of Separation is generally issued when 
a service member performs active duty or at least 90 
consecutive days of active duty training. The Report 
of Separation contains information normally needed 

to verify military service for bene
www.geocities.com/Heartland/ 
Fields/2403 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY 
CLASSES OFFERED 

Beginning Genealogy classes will 
be offered at the Bellevue Library 
starting Tuesday, May 6th at 7:00 PM, 
and continuing weekly for six weeks. 
The classes are being sponsored by 
the King County Library and will be 
administered by the EGS. Registra
tion is not required but more infor
mation can be given by contacting 
Carol Pattison at Maycreek@aol.com 
or ( 425) 894-8182. 

CROSSROADS GOES WIRELESS 

FREE GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCH HELP: 
Genealogical research 

help is available at the 
Bellevue Regional Library at 
NE 12th St. and 110th Ave. NE 

in Bellevue. Eastside 
Genealogical Society 

volunteers are waiting to 
help you with problems and 
questions. They are available 

in room 6 on the second 
floor of the library, to the left 
of the reference desk. Hours 

are Tuesdays from 7-9 PM 

and Wednesdays from 
1-3 PM. 

fits, retirement, employment, and 
membership in veterans' organiza
tions. Information shown on the 
Report of Separation may include 
the service member's: 
• Date and place of entry into ac
tive duty 
•Home address at time of entry 

I ' • Date and place of release from ac 
tive duty 

•Home address after separation 
•Last duty assignment and rank 
•Military job specialty 
•Military education 
•Decorations, medals, badges, 

citations, and campaign awards 
•Total creditable service 

Surfing the Internet over lunch is now a reality •Foreign service credited 
at Bellevue' s Crossroads Shopping Center, which •Separation :information (type of separation, character 
installed a new wireless network for use with laptop of service, authority and reason for separation, 
computers. separation and re-enlistment eligibility codes) 

Starbucks Coffee and many Internet cafes al- The Report of Separation form issued in most 
ready offer wireless networks. But Crossroads, lo- recent years is the DD Form 214, Certificate of Re-
cated just south of Microsoft's main campus, is one lease or Discharge from Active Duty. Before January 
of the nation's first malls to have one. 1, 1950, several similar forms were used by the mili-

The "Wi-Fi" network allows owners of laptops tary services, including the WD AGO 53, WD AGO 
and handheld computers to log onto the Web or 55, WD AGO 53-55, NA VPERS 553, NAVMC 78PD, 
read e-mail at a table in the mall's center hallway for and the NAVCG 553. 
free, courtesy of the mall's King County Library This site is provided for those seeking informa-
branch. tion regarding military personnel, health and medi-

T o work, the computer must have its own Wi-Fi cal records stored at NPRC (MPR). If you are a vet
technology built in. Newer operating systems such eran or next-of-kin of a deceased veteran, you may 
as Windows XP and Macintosh OSX 10.2 do. For now use www.vetrecs.archives.gov to order a copy 

LOCAL MEETINGS 
SKCGS - 17 May 2003 - South King County Genealogical Society monthly meetings are held at the First Baptist Church, 

11420 S.E. 248th St., Kent, WA, 98031 from 9:30 AM -12:00 NOON. Join our own Lauren Richardson for "Finding Your Scoundrel, 
Saint or Sinner, in Court Records". Visit our Website for Map, Directions or questions: www.rootsweb.com/~waskcgs/ 
soccalendar.htrnl or call Barb Callahan at 253-852-4218. 

The Redmond Historical Society will meet on Sat., May 10, 2:00 - 3:30 PM, in the Cotterill Auditorium of The Old Redmond 
Schoolhouse Community Center, 16600 NE 80 Street, Redmond, WA To receive the monthly newsletter, Miguel Llanos at 425-
885-2919, or email your request to redmondhistory@msn.com. Visit our website:www.redmondhistory.org. 
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of your military records. This site is for those seek
ing more information on obtaining U.S. military re
cords: www.archives.gov/ facilities/ mo/ st_louis / 
military _personnel _records.html. 
[From the WORLDWAR2-L@rootsweb.com maillist] 

Two COMPANIES MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Last Monday, two companies made an an

nouncement that caught the attention of thousands 
of genealogists. A&E Television Networks and 
My Family.com together announced that A&E's 
Genealogy.com subsidiary will be sold to 
MyFamily.com. The latter company simultaneously 
announced that the new acquisition will remain a 
separate brand, to be operated under MyFamily. 
corn's "umbrella" of brand names, alongside 
Ancestry.com, Roots Web, and the MyFamily.com 
Web sites. A&E Television Networks will also offer 
promotions of all these brand names on their 
various television networks. To read all about it, go 
to www .rootsforum.com/ newsletter/. 

THOUSANDS SEARCH NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
NEW ELECTRONIC DATABASE 

The National Archives and Records Ad

May2003 

connected to the Internet to reach these selected re
cords. AAD is a crucial step toward fulfilling our 
mission by providing the public with 'ready access 
to essential evidence."' 

AAD provides researchers with: 
• Online access to more than 350 databases, 

which were created by over 20 Federal agen
cies. NARA plans to expand the system to 
more than 500 databases. 

• The ability to search, retrieve, print out, and 
download records. Researchers will need to 
determine the series and file units of interest 
before they begin their search. 

• Important contextual information to help 
researchers understand the records better, 
including code lists, explanatory notes from 
National Archives archivists, and for some 
series or files in AAD, related documents. 

Notable databases in the initial release of AAD 
include: 

• Preservation survey of Civil War sites 
• Combat casualties from the Vietnam and 

Korean Wars 
• POWs from World War II and Korean War 
• Japanese-American Internee Files from ministration (NARA) recently launched Ac

cess to Archival Databases (AAD), a new 
research tool that makes a selection of the 
Archives' most popular electronic records 
available to the public over the Internet. The 
URL is www.archives.gov/ aad/. 

~o::=--~,,,_...... World War II 

t:AA\ILY ·• 
-fffSToRY • 

Port of New York ship passenger lists,1846-
1851 (Irish Famine database) 
Death records from the Gorgas Hospital 
Mortuary in Panama, 1906-1991 

AAD is the first publicly accessible ap
plication developed under the auspices of 

_......-1~--=---t • Indexes to black and white and color NASA 
·~oc.~wrtffl photographs, 1958-1991 

the National Archives Electronic Records ~~-_. • After action combat and air sortie reports 
from the Vietnam War Archives Program. The Electronic Records 

Archives Program is addressing the larger 
challenges of preserving the increasing variety and 
volume of Government records that have been cre
ated and stored in electronic form. AAD addresses 
just access to a specific type of electronic record
databases and records that are structured like data
bases. 

In announcing the new system, Archivist of the 
United States, John W. Carlin said, "This ground
breaking system will provide a new way for cus
tomers to access records over the Internet. Until we 
launched AAD, researchers needed to contact us 
directly to gain access to our electronic records. 
Sometimes we were able to supply them with cop
ies of specific records after a period of time, but fre
quently they needed to purchase a copy of the en
tire file. Now they only need access to a computer 
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• Military Prime Contracts in excess of 
$10,000, 1965-1975 

• Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
Ownership Reporting System, 1978-1998 

• SEC Proposed Sales of Securities System 
(Insider trading), 1972-1993 

Since the launch of AAD, thousands of research
ers have flocked to the site. Due to this heavy use, 
users may experience a wait time to access informa
tion. The National Archives is currently working to 
add additional capacity to the system to meet the 
demands of users. 
[from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright 2003 
by Richard W. Eastman.] 

FREEDOM SUITS UNCOVERED 

The creamy linen pages are creased and tom, 
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smudged with grease or sweat. The ink has faded to 
sepia. Through these tattered documents, the un
heard voices of slaves call out for justice. 

Winnie speaks, and Celeste, and Milly, Arch, 
Anson and Matilda. These men and women had no 

bounty hunters, so the quilt codes were devised. 
Slave owners never suspected because quilts were 
always hung out during the day to air or dry. 
[SCG Society Quarterly, April 2003, Memphis, MO] 

last names, could not read or write, were bought QUILT PATTERNS TO FREEDOM 
and sold like livestock. Yet, out of courage and des- Codes were sewn into quilts to help slaves along 
peration, they and hundreds of others sued for free- the underground railroad escape to freedom. 
<lorn in the white man's court. A few of the codes and patterns were: 

Their stories are emerging as Missouri state ar- •The wagon wheel meant that abolitionists were 
chivists sort through 4 million court docu- on the plantation and would help slaves escape. 
men ts that had been stashed away in metal =✓-' .. • -~.i · ',~ • The bear' s paw alerted slaves to be wary 
cabinets, untouched since the Civil War. J. -~ ~ . and watch the path of the bear. 

Archivists have uncovered 283 , 'i ': lt i 
1 
\ • The log cabin, created by Susan B. An-

" freedom suits" filed in St. Louis from 1806 ; ~· · '-, , '- thony, meant the home was open and free. 
to 1865. ~ . 1,,~ •The britches pattern m~ant ~at slaves 

Decades before Dred Scott became the • , ~ .· could get clothes for therr children. 
most famous slave to sue for freedom, the St. Louis _, •The drunkard's path pattern was actually 
courthouse echoed with the defiant voices of many a quilt of discouragement because the abolitionists 
who dictated their petitions to lawyers or clerks and suspected danger and warned the slaves to back-
signed with Xs. Historians had thought Dred Scott track and find another route. 
was an anomoly and are stunned to find evidence to •The slave chain pattern, which some think of as 
the contrary. the wedding ring, was hung in bell towers of 

For a century and a half, the cases sat in metal churches to signal that slaves could come in to have 
drawers. The court clerk rebuffed requests to ex- their chains cut off. 
plore them. •A pattern of boxes indicated food and medicine 

A newly elected court clerk invited state archi- or other materials needed for the trip. 
vist Kenneth Winn to restore and organize the col- •The grandmother's flower baskets pattern was 
lection. Archivists, interns and volunteers now given to the slave owners and often hung in their 
spend their days unfolding yellowed documents, backyards. They didn't know it meant a secret cellar 
dusting off coal dust, and re-humidifying paper to or tunnel behind the flower gardens. 
make it less brittle. •The ring of roses was used as celebration that 

Read more about the "freedom suits" and see the slaves had arrived in Canada. 
original documents at www.stlcourtrecords.wustl. [SCG Society Quarterly, April 2003, Memphis, MO] 

edu. 
[excerpted from The Seattle Times 23 March 2003, written by Stepha-
nie Simon of the Los Angeles Times] 

QUILTS HID CODED MESSAGES 
Quilts can tell stories in the tiny stitches that 

hold them together. Family histories can be found in 
quilts passed down through generations. But for 
many slaves, quilts had a larger meaning. They 
showed the path to freedom, and sent messages to 
one another along the underground railroad. 

In the South, slaves were often forbidden from 
singing in the fields since their masters thought they 
were sending messages to one another. 

Slaves on the run would look for a house with a 
candle in the window and the curtains positioned a 
certain way as a safe house where they could rest 
and hide. This code was soon figured out by the 

EASTSIDE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY- Bellevue, Washington 

HUH? 
I recently obtained death certificates for several 

ancestors. One of them was certainly interesting. In 
the space for "reporter of information" -- where one 
usually finds the name of a spouse, child, or sibling -
- I was amazed to find the entry "self. 11 

[from RootsWeb Reuiew: RootsWeb's Weekly E-zine 
Vol. 6, No. 15, 9 April 2003] 

MtA.RPHY'S LAWS OF 

<;5N5ALo<;y 

Tue reconis i:jOU ~ec{ for i:jOUY 

flil 11\A,LL!:j vi Lstori:j were LV\, tvi e court

viouse tvililt bur~c:1. 
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EGS Group Name 
Regular Schedule) 

EGS Board Meeting 
(First Thursday 10:00 a.m.) 

EGS General Meeting 
(Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.) 

Computer Interest Group 
(Third Saturday, 9:30 a.m.) 

Czech/Slovak Interest Group 
(Check EGS Bulletin each month 
for meeting time information) 

EGS Lunch Bunch 
(Fourth Thursday, 11 :30 a.m.) 

German Interest Group 
(First Friday, 1:00 p.m.) 

Italian Interest Group 
(Third Saturday, 1:30 p.m.) 

Scandinavian Interest Group 
(Second Tuesday, 10:00 AM) 

Shore to Shore Interest Group 
(Third Thursday, 10:00) 

Snoqualmie Valley Interest Group 
(3rd Thursday, 9:30 AM) 

May2003 

EGS MEETING CALENDAR 

Meeting Notice 
(Information Contact) 

The EGS Board will meet on Thursday, May 1st at 10:00 AM in the Redmond Public Library. 
Note meeting place. 

The Eastside Genealogical Society will hold its general meeting on Thursday, May 8th at 7:30 PM in 
the Bellevue Regional Library. The Supply Table opens at 7:00 PM 

Will meet Saturday, May 17th at 9:30 AM in the Community Room at Crossroads Mall Shopping 
Center. (Ray French, 425-746-7730, rayf@oz.net) 

Group wil not meet again until Saturday, June 28th at 9:30 AM to noon at Fire Station #22 in Hough
ton. (Rosie Bodien, 425-828-0170, rosie@bodien.org. 

Will meet on Thursday, May 22nd at 11 :30 AM in the Crossroads Mall Food Court. 
(Myra McDowell, 425-641-4650, mogan@foxintemet.ne0 

Will meet on Friday, May 2nd, from 1 :00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Lake Hills Library. The speaker will be 
Ingeborg Schmitt of Bellevue who will share her WWII experiences in Germany and her ancestral vil
lage and research. (Contact Jan Pankratz 425-222-7583 or rjpankratz@msn.com.) 

Will meet Saturday, May 17th, 1 :30 to 3:30 PM at Lake Hills Library (Mary Sangalang, 425-649-2250, 
collectingroots@att.net) 

In place of our regular May meeting, but still on Tuesday, May 13th, the Scandinavian Interest Group 
will tour the Nordic Heritage Museum, to see the exhibit "Full Circle: First Contact'. We will meet at 
the museum at 10 AM. The admission is $5.00 for Seniors. (Carol Owings 425-641-9930 or 
owings30@msn.com 

Will meet Thursday, May 15th to go to the Seattle Public Library on the bus, arriving when it opens 
at 10:00 AM. Some will take the #550 from the transit center or the So. Bellevue P&R, some will take 
#114 from the Newport P&R, some the #212, 225, or 229 from Eastgate P&R. Come join us! 
(Jan Henderson 425-603-9337) 

Will meet Thursday, May 15th at the North Bend Library (Ann Lamb, 425-557-0440, annl7777@aol. 
com) 

LOCATION ADDRESSES 

Bellevue Regional Library 
NE 12th St. and 110th Ave. NE 
Bellevue, WA 425-450-1760 

Crossroads Mall Shopping Center 
Community Meeting Room 

NE 8th and 156th Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 

FHC - Bellevue 
10675 NE 20th St 

Bellevue, WA 425-454-2690 
·----- --- - ·-·--- -· ----·------ -

FHC - Kirkland Issaquah Public Library 
7910 NE 132nd St. 140 East Sunset Way 

-- . -- ..... -- . - -- ----- - -------------- ------•·· -- .. ·-. -•·-------· ······- -- .. ·- ··-···----· - ··-· ---
National Archives and Records Admin. LDS Fam. History Center-Factoria 

6125 Sand Point Way NE 4200 124th Ave. SE 
Seattle, WA98115-7999 Bellevue, WA 425-562-0361 

----------. -·-----·-----·---------------------------- ·-·-··-·-- ·------------------------·· --···--- ·--·-·-------··-··--- --·-----·----·- -------· --------

Newport Way Library North Bend Library 
14520 SE Newport Way 115 East Fourth St 

Bellevue WA 425-747-2390 North Bend, WA 425-888-0554 
·-····-. 

Wa State Puget Sound Reg Archives 
BCC, 3000 Landerholm SE, MS-100 

Bellevue, WA 98007 
425-564-3940 

- - -·--•·· --·--···-·-·· - -··-
Firehouse #22 

6602 108th Ave NE 
Kirkland, WA 

-•-····----•·-

Seattle Public Library 
1000 Fourth Ave 

Seattle, WA 
206-386-4636 

EASTSIDE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - Bellevue, Washington 

Lake Hills Library 
15528 Lake Hills Blvd. SE 

LDS Fam. Hist. Center - Redmond 
10115 172nd Ave. NE 

Redmond, WA 425-881-7488 
··-·-- -- - ---·· -- --· ----- ·---··. - . ··- ·- ·- .. 

Redmond Regional Library 
15990 NE 85th St 

Redmond, WA 
. - -- -- .... - ··-· ···-·-- - - - -- . 

Snoqualmie Public Library 
38580 SE River Street 

Snoqualmie, WA 
425-888-1223 
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May3 

May 28-31 

May17 

June7 

June 19-21 

July 11-12 

August16 

September 3-6 

October 1-11 

October 15-18 

November 6-9 

2002 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SEMINARS AND CONVENTIONS 
2003 

Olympia Genealogical Society presents a Spring Seminar on New England Genealogy with Linda 
Woodward Geiger, CGRS, CGL on Saturday May 3rd, 9 am to 4 pm at United Meth- odist Church in 
Olympia, WA To register: www.rootsweb.com/-waogs/seminars.htm 

The NGS 2003 Conference in the States will be held in Pittsburgh, PA with our hosts, the Western 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society and celebrates the NGS 100th Anniversary. The Conference will 
feature a number of first time events such as in depth colonial American research, several GENTECH 
events,, the continuation of the Master Lecture Series, and others. For more information go to the NGS 
Conference web site at www.ngsgenealogy.org. 

Indianapolis, IN: The Indiana Historical Society will host a genealogy lecture on military records 
given by Stephen E. Towne, assistant university archivist at IUPUI. www.indianahistory.org 

The Redmond Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is sponsoring their annual Fam 
ily History Expo on Saturday, June 7, 2003. This event will be held from 9:00AM until 3:00 PM at the 
Church located at 10115 172nd Ave NE in Redmond, WA, which is just across from Redmond High 
School. 

Columbus, OH: "German Ancestry from Quill Pen to Cyberspace" will be the theme of the 2003 Na 
tional Conference of Palatines to America. Speakers for this event will be Cyndi Howells, Joan 
Kirchman Mitchell, Beth Stahr, Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Richard Pawling and Roger Minert. www. 
palam.org/ con£/ 2003conf .htrn 

Indianapolis, IN: Midwestern Roots 2003: Family History and Genealogy Conference held 
by the Indiana Historical Society and the Indiana Genealogical Society. Conference speakers 
include Tony Burroughs, Arny Johnson Crow, John Philip Colletta, Cyndi Howells, Michael 
John Neill, Loretto Szucs, Curt Witcher, and others. www.indianahistory.org/ midwestern 
roots/ 

The Norman Morison Sesquicentennial (150th) Anniversary will be held in Victoria, British 
Columbia on August 16, 2003. The Hudson's Bay Co. ship, 'Norman Morison's' last trip to 
Victoria arrived in 1853 and in 1953 a celebration was held to commemorate this. 2003 will 
mark the 150th anniversary of that final arrival and a celebration is planned for descendants 
of passengers on any of the 3 trips of the 'Norman Morison'. Information may be found at 
www.joansjoy.ca/ Reunions. 

The FGS 2003 Conference in the States, "Countdown to Discovery: A World of Hidden 
Treasures", will be hosted by the Florida State Genealogical Society next fall in Orlando, 
Florida at the Renaissance Orlando Resort at Seaworld. View the complete program and 
register online at www.fgs.org/2003conf/FGS-2003.htm. 

California Genealogical Society will sponsor a Fall Foliage/Genealogy Cruise aboard the 
Royal Caribbean' s International Grandeur of the Seas which will feature four lectures by 
renowned genealogists in addition to stops at 7 ports along the New England coast and 
Canada. Call 800-227-8473 for information. 

Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International, together with the Texas Czech Genealogi
cal Society, the host organization, will hold the 9th CGSI Genealogical Conference at the 
Omni Houston Hotel Westside in Houston, Texas October 15-18 2003. General information 
about the 2003 Houston Conference is shown at www.CGSl.org. 

7th New England Genealogical Conference "New England: America's Melting Pot" will be 
held at the Sea Crest Oceanfront Resort and Conference Center on Cape Cod, North Fal
mouth, MA on November 6-9 with over 40 speakers and 65 lectures and / or workshops. 
For more information go to www.rootsweb.com/-manergc/ queries . 
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EASTSIDE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY CONTACTS 

President* Gene Fagerberg 206- 783-4649 wefagerberg@jps.net 
Vice President* Barbara Guyll 425-746-5603 guylbl@prodigy.net 
Secretary* Jan Henderson 425-603-9337 popyl@earthlink.net 
Treasurer* Earl Sutherland 425-641-0876 e_sutherland@msn.com 
Trustee* Peter Robertson 206-236-2473 pnrmercer@earthlink.com 
Past President* 1Jtkey Main 425-747-2038 Mickey Main@msn.com 
Audit Chair* iJ~u..Jc.12:M--

Education Chair* Carol Pattison 425-228-2510 maycreek@aol.com 
Historian Walta Mccarley 425-746-7557 wmccarley@yahoo.com 
Hospitality Mary Ellen Scott 425-454-7896 e1lie454@aol.com 
Library Chair* 
Acquisitions Carl Cason 425-402-1635 ccason@compuserve.com 

Sarah Fleming 425-957-1134 sarah.r.fleming@boeing.cqm 
Periodicals /Vertical Files 

Volunteers Ann Miller 425-454-6121 
Mary Ellen Scott 425-454-7896 e1lie454@aol.com 

Meeting Set Up Chair 
Membership Chair* Dorothy Mehrer 425-822-7316 dmehrer@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor* Pat Clarke 425-643-4855 pbclarke@comcast.net 

News Contributors Fay Littlefield 425-788-1898 fay3428@aol.com 
Mickey Main 425-747-2038 MickeyMain@msn.com 

Newsletter Mailing Jim Flexer 425-747-3217 jasblev@juno.com 
Nominating Chair* Marty Gale 206-232-6471 martygale@futuretense.net 

Maxine Klink 425-836-0930 marymaxklink@comcast.net 
Program Chair* Judy Meredith 425-702-9321 ja.meredith@verizon.net 
Program Summary Kimberley Lackey 360-886-9383 bnklackey@gocougs.wsu.edu 
Publicity Kimberley Lackey 360-886-9383 bnklackey@gocougs.wsu.edu 
Representatives: 

DAR Donna Hart 425-831-5978 carldonna@earthlink.net 
AKCHO BobSandbo 425-454-5606 bobpat9@jps.net 
Bellevue Reg Library PatSandbo 425-454-5606 bobpat9@jps.net 
FGS Peter Robertson 206-236-2473 pnrmercer@earthlink.net 

Sunshine Chair* Ielene Edmonson 425-454-1943 jojo4@earthlink.net 
Supply Table Chair* Winifred Sihon 425-7 46-3573 wsihon@prodigy.net 
Surname File Kim Nichols 425-402-9050 knichols@attbi.com 
Webmaster Gordon Young 425-883-0500 gyoung@seanet.com 
* EGS Board Member 
Interest Groul! Contacts 

Computer Ray French 425-746-7730 rayf@oz.net 
Czech/Slovak Rosie Bodien 425-828-0170 rosie@bodien.org 
German Jan Pankratz 425-222-7583 rjpankratz@email.msn.com 
Italian Mary D. Sangalang 425-649-2250 collectingroots@att.net 
Irish Mary Magnuson 425-7 46-6627 mari46@juno.com 
Lunch Bunch Myra McDowell 425-641-4650 mogan@foxinternet.net 
Original 13 Colonies [ temporarily disbanded] 
Portuguese Barbara Guyll 425-7 46-5603 guylbl@prodigy.net 
Scandinavian Carol Owings 425-641-9930 Owings30@msn.com 
Shore to Shore Jan Henderson 425-603-9337 popyl@earthlink.net 
Snoqualmie Valley Ann Lamb 425-557-0440 ann17777@aol.com 

~~ ""' --
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THE EASTSIDE GENEALOGICAL SOCIE1Y 

PURPOSE: 

The EGS provides mem hers a forum for learning and the exchange of 
information related to genealogy. The Society obtains and provides 
resources for use by members, encourages genealogical research and 
education, and provides community outreach through programs, 
classes, seminars and library volunteers. 

MEETINGS: 

EGS monthly meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month 
(except December) at 7:30 p.m. at the Bellevue Regional Library, NE 12th 
Street and 110th Ave. NE, Bellevue WA The Supply /Book Table, get 
acquainted, browse, ask questions session is open at 7:00 p.m. 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Effective 1 January 2001, membership dues are: Individual-$17, 
Couple-$22, Senior-$15, Senior Couple, $19, Lifetime-15 times 
annual membership. To join the society, send your check with your 
name, phone number, address (nine digit zip please) and e-mail address 
(if applicable) to the address at the bottom of this page. 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE: 
The Bulletin Board is published each month, except December. Submis
sion of news and articles to the Bulletin Board must be in writing and re
ceived by the 15th of each month for inclusion in the following month's 
newsletter. If you are unable to meet the deadline, please call Pat Clarke 
at 425-643-4855 to make special arrangements. Please mail submissions 
to: Pat Clarke, 6000 145th Ave SE, Bellevue WA 98006 or e-mail to: 
pbclarke@comcast.net. Note: The EGS Board and the Bulletin Board re
serve the right to limit and prioritize event announcements, space per
mitting, to non-profit organization items of genealogical interest. Neither 
the EGS nor the editors of the Bulletin Board accept responsibility for 
errors of fact or judgment in the material submitted to and printed in the 
Bulletin Board. If errors are brought to our attention, we will try to correct 
them. 
The Bulletin Board is a publication of: 

The Eastside Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box374 
Bellevue, WA 98009-0374 
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