Expanding Your
Research
GOING BEYOND THE “BIG” DATABASES

Expanding Your Research
• You’ve searched Ancestry, Family Search, Find My Past, My Heritage, etc.
What else can you do?
1.

Learn more about your ancestor’s geographical area, its history and
social customs

2.

Strengthen your research skills

3.

Find more records

4.

Share your research – collaborate – redo

1. Geography, History and Social Customs
• Read a book (Jane)
• Did my 4th great-grandfather really
dislike his sons-in-law?
• Why did gg-grandfather Ochs
come to this country?

These are examples of books one might read. You might not find your ancestors but you might still find a lot of
useful information.
For example: Customs of how women were dealt with and how some wills controlled the things that went to their
daughters upon their father's death.
The customs, history, religious styles, etc. of an area within Germany. Can give reasons or motives for what our
ancestors did. i.e. why they immigrated, etc.
You can use Google books search can help you find histories about a town or county

Geography, History and Social Customs (cont.)
• Wikipedia (Carol)
• Library of Congress Photograph Collection (Jane)
• Maps

Maps can show where we may have rerouted a stream, moved a town, etc. Find out where your ancestor lived as
closely as possible. Search google for images of the place and you may find an image of the map. then go to that
website. You can also use an historic map with google earth. It may help you find where your ancestor lived. You can
use google maps to find out how far away two places are from each other.
Worldcat.org is useful for finding books that contain information that could be useful.

2. Strengthen Your Research Skills
• Sign up for a blog (Jane)
• Genealogy Tip of the Day or Rootdig
by Michael John Neill
• http://genealogytipoftheday.com
• http://rootdig.genealogytipoftheday.com
• Evidence Explained
by Elizabeth Shown Mills
• https://www.evidenceexplained.com/blog

• FamilySearch Blog
• https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/

Blogs can be useful for learning new techniques or methods of researching your ancestors.
Familysearch blog tells about new records that are available, lots of information is put into the blog, new features or
search methods in FamilySearch.org. i.e. about 75% of the information they have is only available using place name
searches. i.e. property tax records.

Strengthen Your Research Skills (cont.)
• Watch a webinar (Celia/Jane)
• YouTube (youtube.com)
• Family Search (familysearch.org)
• Legacy (familytreewebinars.com)
• Ancestry (ancestry.com)
• American Ancestors (americanancestors.org)

YouTube:

YouTube for Genealogy
A VISUAL LIBRARY OF HOME LEARNING
THE 2ND LARGEST SEARCH ENGINE ON THE INTERNET

YouTube is a search engine for videos. Some are classes, webinars, etc. You can search for a location, event, aerial
tour, etc.

YouTube – Types of Channels and Postings
1.

2.

Educational videos from places like BYU Family History Library, FHL, Ancestry, My
Heritage, FamilySearch, Legacy, Roots Magic, Family History Fanatics, The NexGen
Genealogy Network, etc.
Research locations, events, timeframes
a.

Example – the History Channel, NARA

b.

Location name – Exeter California, down to Exeter Historical Society, History Minute

You can subscribe to a channel; then you will be notified of new postings. After you search for a location (see slide
above) then scroll through the suggestions to find a video of genealogical interest. This will help you find
organizations in that locality.

YouTube – Types of Channels and Postings
3.

History of Migrations – United States Migrations

4.

Military records, old news reels, etc.

5.

Clothing of different eras and places

6.

Share your stories and home videos

7.

Learn skills
a.

Examples – using spread sheets, how to make period clothing, old recipes

Search for “United States Migrations” and watch a video overview of the different major migrations by decade.

YouTube – Types of Channels and Postings
8.

Network with others, private or public links

9.

Watch conference presenters – Family History Fanatics

10.

Preserve your own history – create a play list or channel

After a major genealogy conference, search their website for the list of presenters. Then look up those presenters on
YouTube to see the presentations given recently. For example, look for Family History Fanatics or Lisa Louise
Cooke.

Let YouTube Guide You
• Type in partial topics and see what comes up as suggestions
• Genealogy, family history, DNA + genealogy, surnames

• Use + or – in your search
• Genealogy + research, Kennedy - president

• Use suggested videos after you select one

When you “like” a video, YouTube will suggest more videos similar to that one.

Strengthen Your Research Skills (cont.)
• Watch a webinar (Celia/Jane)
• Family Search (familysearch.org)
• Legacy (familytreewebinars.com)
• Ancestry (ancestry.com)
• American Ancestors (americanancestors.org)
• YouTube (youtube.com)

• Join a genealogical society in your area of interest

Strengthen Your Research Skills
• Facebook (www.facebook.com) (Janet)
• Profiles vs. pages vs. groups
• Follow vs. join
• Open vs. closed groups
• Use search box to find pages and groups of interest
• Katherine R Willson’s Genealogy on Facebook list – more than 13,000
links: http://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list
• Facebook users are willing to help ~ just ask them!
• Remember that EGS has a Facebook group for members

A public forum for sharing thoughts, feelings, photos with others. Businesses have pages. Groups can be started by
individuals or businesses, or groups like EGS. Individuals have profiles. If you find someone, or a group you like then
you “follow” them and will get notified when they post something new. For groups look for a “join” button. Groups can
be open or closed. When you hit “join” for a closed group, you are asking the administrators to allow you to join the
group. For EGS, you have to be a member of EGS to gain access.
You can search for groups on facebook i.e. “genealogy”. You can also search for places, i.e. “Miami County, Ohio”.
You may get help from local people in the area.
Anyone can start a group. i.e. “Descendants of _____” her great great grandmother.

3. Find More Records
• Use Cyndi’s List (https://www.cyndislist.com/databases/) or
Linkpendium (http://www.linkpendium.com) to find other online sites
• Lineage Societies (Bob)
• DAR (https://www.dar.org/library/collections/dar-library-catalog)
• SAR (https://www.sar.org)

• State Genealogical Societies
• State Libraries, Historical Societies and Archives (Joe)
• Website to look up online state archives – http://www.digitalstatearchives.com

Find More Records (cont.)
• Bureau of Land Management (https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx) (Bob)
• For initial transfers to private ownership of federal lands
• Covers the Old Northwest Territory (north of the Ohio River) and areas west of the Mississippi River

• Check out libraries in your ancestor’s area (Jane)
• “The Local Public Library. You never know what you're going to find at the public library where your
ancestor lived even if you never actually go there. More and more public libraries of all sizes are
adding materials that are of interest to us as family historians. Just one of many examples that I've
found is the Boyd County (Kentucky) Public Library. On their website, they have obituaries, cemetery
records, marriage records, and a really cool local historic photograph collection.“
(from http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com)

Find More Records (cont.)
• Find tax auditor or clerk of courts websites (Jane)
• Cemetery and funeral home websites (Jane)
• Newspaper websites – Chronicling America (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov),
GenealogyBank (genealogybank.com), Newspapers.com, libraries

Find More Records (cont.)
• Other people’s family trees
• Best to look at trees that are sourced to “real” sources
• Use as hints for further research
• Be extremely cautious about copying someone else’s tree into your own

• Published family or county histories
• Historical information about the county’s history is usually accurate
• Individual biographies were usually submitted by the person or their family
and may be suspect ~ prove these through other sources.

4. Share Your Research – Collaborate - Redo
• Writing up your research may spark an “aha” moment
• Finding someone else who is researching your person may open up new doors
• Starting fresh with a person may uncover mistakes you made when you were just
starting out

What would you add to this list????

Legal Genealogist blog - by Judy Russell. https://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/
Elizabeth Shown Mills: Facebook and blog. very useful. https://www.evidenceexplained.com/blog
Wikitree.com - collaborative tree
David Runsey historical maps collection. https://www.davidrumsey.com/
Google Earth can use the above map collection to do overlay with current maps.
New England Historical Genealogical Society https://www.americanancestors.org/index.aspx
Worldcat.org - compilation of books in many libraries.
DNA Explained - Roberta Estes. https://dna-explained.com/
Genea-Musings. https://www.geneamusings.com/
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter. https://blog.eogn.com/
Photogrammar. Photogrammar is a web-based platform for organizing, searching, and visualizing the 170,000
photographs from 1935 to 1945 created by the United States Farm Security Administration and Office of War
Information (FSA-OWI). http://photogrammar.yale.edu/
Katherine R. Willson - Social Media Genealogy. https://socialmediagenealogy.com/
Books on Irish Immigration:
Finnigans, Slaters & Stonepeggers by Vincent E. Feeney
https://www.amazon.com/Finnigans-Slaters-Stonepeggers-History-Vermont/dp/188459252X
The Killing Snows by Charles Egan The defining novel of the great Irish famine.

http://thekillingsnows.com
Books on Latter-Day Saint Women - From the FamilySearch catalog
●
Mormon sisters : women in early Utah Bushman, Claudia L.; Scott, Anne Firor 979.2 H2ms 1997
●
Sunbonnet sisters : true stories of Mormon women and frontier life Arrington, Leonard J. (Leonard James),
1917- 1999; Madsen, Susan Arrington 973 D3ar

